The Life-Changing Power of Provyer
T. W. Hunt

Philippians 2:5 (NASB) [Theme verse for the "Mind of Chwist " study]
* Howe this attitude inv yourselves which was also- inv Chwist Jesus,

T. W. Hunt owpage 7: "Fromthe soft voice of a child's first praver to-the whispered prayer of an aged
Christionv's last breath, prayer is the greatest privilege of life and is the greatest source of power o

Page 129: "Perhaps what we need arve models. If, inthe chuwches where this book iy taught, godly
mexnv and, women would determine that theiv fomilies could become models for other families, v

Chapter 1: The Foundation of Prayer: The God Who-Cares
Leawrning Goaly
Pawticipanty wil have av better understanding of prayer and of the way prayer i related to- God's
nature.
Use Scripture to- demonstrate that God is near to-help uy
Describe meaningful experiences with proyer
Identify two- attributes of God that hawe been meaningful intheir prayer lives
Identify avuswered prayers ivvScripture
Praise God for His love and mercy.
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txercise 1:

To-me prayer is

The best tume of davy for me to-pravy iy

My foworite place to-proy is

My most recent answer to-prayer is

My greatest answer to-prayer was

A prayer of mine that God has not yet answered iy

D

Exercise 2:

What awre your eawliest childhood memories of prayer?

How did yow leauwrw your first childhood praver?

Which attribute of God did yow think of most when yow were av child?
Which attribute of God iy most meaningful to- yow today?

What is the most meaningful thing to- yow about pravyer?
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I.  Prayer iy universal
a. Universal invtime
i We read in the Bible about menw praying (Hegekiah, Paul), women praying
(Miriam, Anna), and childrenw praying (Samuel, Josiah).
. The Bible stouty withy Adouwn and Eve hawing face to-face conwersations withy God.
Ui, The Bible ends withy o prayer; Revelatiow 22:20-21 (NASB) » He who- testifies to-
these things says, "Yes, I o coming quickly.” Amewn. Come; Lord Jesus. ** The grace
of the Lovd Jesus be withv all. Amen.
b Universal in space
i Prayer knows no-geographical, racial, or ethwmic lines.
i. In other religions I discovered supersiitions, stringent laws, sometimes muliiple
gods, and even manipulatiow of the gods but not interaction with their gods ow
a consistent personal level.



II. Prayer iy based on God'sy nature
a. In most of the divine encounters in the Bible, the first attribute of God recogniged by
those who- met Hum was holiness.
b. It seems logical that a God so- terrvifyingly holy could also- be so- "plenteous inv mercy”
(Ps103:8 KJV). Yet this verse implies that the Lovd s wealthy in mercy!
¢ Prayer can howe no- meaning wnless it takes into- account God's total nature. He iy
holy; we come to- Himv o those grounds. He iy love; we pray knowing that He is
concerned about owr needs. Because He iy mervciful, God understonds and cowres about
hwmawny need..
III. Prayer weﬁced’wa
. Prayer iy effective because God relates to- huumnawn need.
Prayer iy effective in the Old Testoument
Prayer is effective invthe New Testoument
Prayer ha beew effective thwoughout Chwistiowm history.
Prayer is effective today.

Chapter 2: Ouwr Example and Our Helper in Prayer
Leawrning Goaly
Participanty will hawe o better understanding of Jesus' practice of and teaching ow prayer and of
the Holy Spirit’s work in relation to-proyer.
1. Identify occasions whew Jesus provyeds
2. Swnmarige what Jesus taught about prayer
3. Describethe Holy Spirit’s work inv relation to-prayer
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Johw 17:1-26 (NASB) * Jesus spoke these things; and lifting up His eyes to- heaven, He said; "Father,
the howr has come; glovify Yowr Son, that the Sow may glovify Yow; * evernw as Yow gowe Him authority
over all flesh, that to- all whow Yow have givenw Him, He may give eternal life. > "This is eternal life,
that they may know Youw, the only true God;, and Jesus Christ whom Yow hawe sent. * "I glovified Yow
o the earth, hawing accomplished the work which Yow have givenw Me to- do- * "Now, Father, glovify
Me together withv Yourself, with the glovy whiciv I had withv Yow before the world was ° "I have
manifested Youwr name to-the men whom Yow gove Me out of the world; they were Youwry and Yow gave
them to- Me; and they hawe kept Your word: ” "Now they hawve come to- know that everything Yow have
givew Me iy from Youw; © for the words which Yow gove Me I have givew to- them; and they received
them ond truly understood that I came fortiv from Yow, and they believed that Yow sent Me. ° "I ask
ow their behalf; I do- not ask ow behalf of the world; but of those whom Yow have giveww Me; for they
awe Youwrs, *° and all things that are Mine are Yours, and Yours are Mine; and I hove beew glovified
v them. " "I amv no- longer inv the world; and yet they thenmuselves arve inv the world;, and I come to-
Yow. Holy Father, keep them in Youwr nowme; the namewhich Yow have giverw Me; that they may be one
evenw ax We are: > "While I was witiv them, I was keeping them inv Your name which Yow howe giver
Me; and I guawded them and not one of them perished but the sow of perdition; so-that the Scripture
would be fulfilled. ¥ "But now I come to-Yow; and these things I speak inv the world so-that they may
have My joy made full in themselves. ** "I have given them Your word; and the world has hated them,
because they awe not of the world, evew as I o not of the world. ** "I do-not ask Yow to-take them out
of the world; but to-keep them from the evil one: *° "They awre not of the world, everv as I aum not of the
world. 7 "Sanctify themwv inv the truth, Your word iy trutiv. ** "Ay Yow sent Me into-the world, I also-have
sent themv into- the world. *° "For their sakes I sonctify Myself; that they thewuselvesy also- may be
sanctified iw trutiv ® "I do- not ask on behalf of these alone, but for those also- who- believe inv Mes
throughy their word; ** that they may all be one; even ay Yow, Father, are inv Me and I iw Yow, that
they also- may be inv Uy, so-that the world may believe that Yow sent Me. * "The glovy which Yow have
giverv Me I hawve givew to-them; that they may be one; just ay We awve one; ** I in themw and Yow inv Me;
that they may be perfected in unity, so-that the world may know that Yow sent Me, and loved them
evew ay Yow hawve loved Me. * "Father, I desire that they also;, whom Yow hawve givew Me; be withv Me
where I amy so- that they may see My glory which Yow hawve givew Me; for Yow loved Me before the
foundatiow of the world: * "O righteous Father, although the world has not knoww Youw, yet I have




knoww Yow; and these have known that Yow sent Me; *° and I hawve made Your name knoww to- them,
and will make it known, so-that the love with which Yow loved Me may be invthemy, and I invthem."

Johw17:
1. Verses 1-5 Jesus prayer for Himself
2. Verses 6-12 Jesus petitions on behalf of Hisx disciples reveal v pawrallel betweer Hisy sense of
identity with the Father
3. Verses 12-22 The identity of His disciples withy Himself

Jesus interwove five specific petitions for the dwwpley

1. “Holy Father, keep themw inv Your name” (11) move specifically stated inv verse 15 “keep themv
from the evil one”™

2. “Sanctify thew inthe truthv’ (17)

3. “that they also- may be inUs” (21)

4. “Father, I desirethat they also; whom Yow have given Me, be with-Me- wheve I o’ (24)

5. “that they may all be one” (21, repeated as concomitonty of other facty ivvvv. 11, 22-23.)

George Newtow (1602-81), v Puritouwv pastor i England saids inv av sermow ow Johwv 17, “Owr pravers
yhe/w owr heauwty to- Chwist; his pravyer shews his heowt to-us.”
Explainy what yow think Newtonw meant
o Based onwthe prayer Jesus prayed in Johww 17, how would yow describe His heart?
e Now consider the first part of Newton's statement “Owr prayers show owr heawty to- Chwist.”
Based ow your prayer life this past week;, how would yow describe your heauwt as Jesus sees it?

Jesus gives two-prohilitions for prayer i Matthew 6:5-14.

1. A disciple is not to-pray like religious hypocrites—for displovy
2. and o disciple is not to-pray like pagans—babbling meaninglessly.

The Holy Spirit, Our Helper inv Pravyer
“It is move important to-know God than to-understand God.”

1. The Holy Spirit is the Indwelling Presence of Christ. Johw 14:16-17 (NASB) * 'T will ask the
Father, and He will give yow another Helper, that He may be with yow forever; 7' that is the
Spirit of truthy whom the world cannot receive; because it does not see Him or know Himy dut
yow know Him because He abides withv yow and will be: inv yow. Ephesiany 2:18 (NASB) * for
thwough Him we bothv hawve our access invone Spirit to-the Father.

2. TheHoly Spirit Continues the Work of Chwist Johw 16:12-14 (NASB) ** "I hawe mowny move things
to- savy to-you, but yow cowmmnot beowr them now.  "But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes; He will
guide yow into- all the truth; for He will not speak on Hisy own initiative; but whatever He
hears, He will speak; and He will disclose to- yow what is to- come. * "He will glovify Me, for He
will take of Mine and will disclose it to-yow.

3. ThetHoly Spirit Helpy Us Know Godls Wl 1 Corinthians 2:10-11 (NASB) »° For to- us God revealed
them thwough the Sprit; for the Spirit seawches all things, evew the depths of God. * For who-
among mewn knows the thoughts of o mawv except the spirit of the man which iy inv him? Evew so-
the thoughts of God no-one knows except the Spirit of God.

a. We cav know God's will thwough the Bible 2 Timothy 3:16-17 (NASB) ** AU Scriptuwre is
inspired by God and profitable for teaching; for reproof; for correction, for training inv
righteousness; ' so-that the mouwv of God may be adequate; equipped for every good work.

b: We canw know God's will thwougdv prayer Colossiang 1:9 (NASB) ° For this reason also;
since the day we heawrds of i, we hawe not ceased to- pray for yow and to- ask that yow
may be flled withv the knowledge of Hiy will in all spiritual wisdom and
understanding,



4. The Holy Spirit Iy Our Guide and Helper Romans 8:26-27 (NASB) *° In the saume way the Spirit
also- helpy owr weakness; for we do- not know how to-pray as we should; but the Spirit Humself
intercedes for wuswithv groanings too- deep for words; * and He who- seawches the hearty knows
what the mind of the Spurit is, because He intercedes for the saints according to- the will of
God. James 1:17 (NASB) " Every good thing givenw and every perfect gift is from above, coming
doww from the Father of lights, with- whow there is no-variatiow ov shifting shadow.

Chapter 3: Prayer That Travuforms
Leawrning Goaly

Pawticipanty will hawe o better understanding of different types of prayer they coawv use to- relate to-
God.

1. Recognige five types of prayer and identify biblical exaumples

2. Pray move meaningfully, using each type of pravyyer

Matthew 6:9-15 (NASB) ° "Pray, then, in this way: 'Ouwr Father who- iy inv heawen, Hallowed be Your
naume. *° Your kingdom come. Your will be done, Ow eawtivas it is inv heaven. ' 'Give us this day owr
daily bread. ' 'And forgive us our debts, as we also- hawve forgiven owr debtors. ©* 'And do- not lead us
into- temptation, but deliver us fromv evili [For Yours is the kingdom and the power and the glovy
forever. Amewn.]' * "For if yow forgive others for their trawnusgressions, your heavenly Father will also-
forgive yow. »* "But if yow do- not forgive others; thew yowr Father will not forgive your transgressions.

1. Prayers of Adovationw (Matt. 6:9)
a. Worshiping God for Hiy attributes
& God iy infinite
. God iy tramscendent
i God iy unique
w. God isywise
v. God s completely perfect
b Worshiping God for His creative power
¢ Worshiping God for His role in history
d. Worshiping God for His work in Christ
e. Thanking God for His goodness
2. Prayers of Intercession Matt. 6:10)
. Ask invthe Spirit
Ask according to-His will
Ask withy the mind
Ask v Jesus' noume
Ask while abiding in Chwist
Ask invfaitihv
Ask i huwmility
Ask v sincerity
Ask withv perseverance
3. PraywyOfPeﬁfww (Matt. 6:11) Matthew 7:7-8 (NASB) 7 "Ask, and it will be given to- you; seek;,
and, yow will find;; knock;, and it will be opened to- yow. ¢ "For everyone who- asks receives, and
he who- seeks finds, and to-him who-knocks it will be opened.
. Dependence
b Earnestiness
¢ Persistence
4. Prayers of Repentance (Matt. 6:12)
a. Forgiving others
b= Receiving God's forgiveness
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5. Prayery of Deliverance (Matt. 6:13)

a. Deliverance froms temptationn 1 Corinthiansg 10:13 (NASB) » No temptation has
overtakew yow but such as iy comumon to- man;, and God i faitihvful, who- will not allow
yow to- be tempted beyond what yow are able, but with the temptation will provide the
way of escape also, so-that yow will be able to-enduwre it.

b: ProtectionA Chwistionw may ask for general protection and safety.

Chapter 4: Arswers to- Questions About Prayer
Leawrning Goaly
Pawticipanty wil have greater competency invanswering common questions about prayer
1. Answer invtheir ownw words some of the most common questions about proyer
2. Help someone who-has questions about prayyer
3. State what it means to-pray inJesus naume
4. Name characteristics of someone whose provyer God answers

The questions:
I.  If God already knowy everything; why should we pravy?

a. God could move on His own

b God could move without owr cooperation

¢ God could work without provyer

II.  Ifpeople are free to- make choices, what good is praying for others?

a. Johw 15:16 (NASB) * "Yow did not choose Me but I chose yow, and appointed yow that
yow would go- and beawr fruit, and that your fruit would remain, so-that whatever yow
ask of the Father inv My name He mavy give to- yow.

b Acty 1:24 (NASB) * And they prayed and said; "Yow, Lord; who- know the heorty of all
men, show which one of these two- Youw hawve chosen

¢ Matthew 19:22 (NASB) * But whew the young mouwv heawd thisy statement, he went away
grieving; for he was one who-owned nmuichv property.

III. For what is it proper to-pray?

a. Philippiany 4:6 (NASB) ° Be anwious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and
supplication with thanksgiving let yowr requesty be made knoww to- God..

b: James 4:1-3 (NASB) * What is the source of quawrelsy and conflicty among you? Iy not the
source your pleaswres that wage woar in your members? * Yow st and do- not hawe; so-
yow conmumnit murder. Yow awe exwious and canmnot obtain; so-yow fight and quarrel. Yow
do- not hawe because yow do- not ask. * Yow ask and do- not receive, because yow ask withv
wrong motives, so-that yow may spend i ovw your pleasires.

IV. Does God hear the prayers of non-Christions?

. Fact 1. God loves all persons, wanty them to- come to- Him, and introduces factors into-
their lives to-bring them to-Himself'. (2 Kings 5:15-17)

b: Fact 2. Jesus tenderly spoke of God's love for the Gentiles whew His townspeoble of
Nagowvetivrejected Him. (Matt. 15:21-28)

¢ Fact 3. God iy free to- use Chwistion, non-Christion, Jew, or Gentile to- accomplishv His
pwiposes as He sees fit. (Book of Daniel)

d. Fact 4. Israel was givew special instructions to- love aliens and to- include strangers inv
their national life. (Deut. 10:18-19)

e. Fact 5. AW life and all provisionw come from God: (Psadlw 145:15)

f Fact 6. The model prayer demonstrates the fact that God always puty His business and
Hisy puwrposes ahead of all concerns any of us might have, whether we ave Christiown or
non-Christion.

g. Withv alll of these things inv mind, we conw conclude that God iy sovereign. He iy not
limited by anything we believe about Him. Simply because He iy God, He answers provyer
accovding to-Hiy own wisdow.



V.

VI.

VII.

VIII.

IX.

XI.

Why do-Chwistions proy in Jesus naume?
. Jesus name i our legal authorigation for proyer.
b Jesus' name establishes our identity.
¢ Jesus' name appropriates all God has done for us in Charist.
d. Jesus' nome appropriates all that is inv God's revealed chavacter.
e Jesus noame iy the intensifying agent of unity in the body of Chwist.
f. Jesus' name indicates reverence for His divinity.
How conv av Chwistiow pravy without ceasing?

.

b-

Owr prayers should be regulor and continuons.
Owr prayers should reflect o constant attitude of relating everything uv life to- Gods
every howr of the davy.

How is fasting beneficial?

.

b
c

.

A discipline that hay faded from special prayer efforty but has proved effective i the
past is fosting.

The value of fasting lies in the concentration of our will o God

Fasting iy best undertaken wheww we are free from duties and other cores and cowv
concentrate of provyer.

Matthew 6:16-18 (NASB) * "Whenever yow fost, do- not put on a gloomy face as the
hypocrites do; for they neglect their appearance so- that they will be noticed by men
whew they ave fosting. Trudy I say to- yow, they have their rewowd i full. 77 "But yow,
whew yow fast, anoint your head and woash your face *® so-that yowr fasting will not be
noticed by men, but by your Father who- iy inv secret; and yowr Father who- sees whai is
done i secret will rewawd yow.

What is the purpose of prayerwalking?

.

b-

Proyerwalking is av fost-growing movement practiced by thousands of believers.
God has especially blessed prayerwalking inthe work of missions around the world.

Does God always answer prayer? "Not all pravyers invthe Bible were avswered.”

.

b-

C.

.

e.

Moses: As the Israelites once move rebelled in the wilderness, Moses petulantly asked to-
diee (Nwm. 11:11-15)

Saul: King Saull’'s inquiry of the Lord about the Philistines camped at Shunem was not
arnswered (1 Saom. 28:6)

Dawvid: Dawid's prayer for his son by Bathsheba to- live was not avswered (2 Soum 12:15-
20)

tlyjav Elijavs prayer to-die (1 Kings 19:4)

Salome, James, and Johw Their prayer that the two- sit at the right and left of Jesus
was made from wrong motives (Matt. 20:20-21)

£ Jesus pavabley and teachings

v Lluke 16:19-31
. Lluke 18:9-14
. Matt. 6:5

What if your prayers awe not answereds?

.
b-
c

d

If our prayers are not answered, we have two-choices: desist ov persist.

2 Cov. 12:7-8 is awvexaumple of desist

Daniel 10 iy anv example of persist.

These two- mighty mewv of Gods were so- inv tune withy God that they knew whew to- persisit
and whew to- desist.

Does proyer change God's mind?

.

Biblical exaumples
v 1Samv15:29
. Mal. 3:6
. Jas. 1:17



b. The attributes, purposes; and mond of God do- not change, and we must be careful not
to- read into- vawying circumstonces o purpose fo- God that wowld attribute change to-
Him
XII. Whew iy it right to-pray for o miracle? Miracles inthe Bible had certain factors in comumon.
a. They brought glovy to- God rather thauw humowy beings.
b Sometimes they validated God's claims ov identity.
¢ They significantly advanced the divine work.
d. Capricious or whimsical motives are totadly absent.
XIII. Does God hear one persovw more thanw another?
a. Although the Bible indicates that these beloved of the Lovd received wnusual avvswers to-
proyer, their answers did not indicate fovoritism.
b It s also evident that experienced prayer wowriory cowv see factors, pray move
intelligently, and weigh spiritual evidence inv o way that provyerless people cannot.

Chapter 5: Overcoming Hindrances to-Effective Pravyer
Leawrning Goals
Part’va/pamty will hawe av better understanding oftlprrumazry hindrances to-prayer.
Commit to- spend tume inv prayer each day
Identify anv action to- increase their faithv
Take actions to-abide in Christ
Confess sing that hinder their prayery
Identify the greatest hindrance to-prayer invtheir lives
Take at least one action to-overcome hindrances to-prayer invtheir lives.

Do W

tphesiony 6:18 (NASB) * With all pravyer and, petitionw pray at all times in the Spirit, and with this inv
view, be on the alert with all perseverance and petition for all the saintsy,
Hindrances to-Prayer
I.  Prayerlessness
. The heart: If a persow i cold and indifferent toward the things of God, prayer will hold,
little interest. (Matt. 6:33)
b. Time: Some people think they aer too-busy to-take time to-pray.
c. Priovities: Sometumes o persows life iy too- cluttered and disorganized; without a
personal schedule based ow godly priovities.
d. Discipline: Some Christians hawve never developed the halit of pravyer.
e. The sinvvof prayerlessness is the most sevious of all the hindrances to-prayer.
II.  Wrong Motives
. James 4:3 (NASB) ° Yow ask and do- not receive, because yow ask withy wrong motives, so-
that yow may spend ct ov your pleasures.
b: 1 Corinthiang 10:6 (NASB) ° Now these things happened as exaunples for us, so- that we
would not crawve evil things as they also-craved.
c. Selfishness brings into- owr experience o danger so- great that God knows He cannot
coddle us withv answers that are hostile to-the very thing He iy working to- achieve in us.
III. Llackof Faitiv
. A fear that God does not want to-give.
b. A fear that what we are asking is too-great ov too- difficult.
¢ Faithv is the basis of owr relationship withv God.
IV.  NotAbiding
a. Johw 15:7 (NASB) 7 "If yow abide inv Me, and My words abide inv yow, ask whatever yow
wish, and it will be done for yow.
b. Romans 2:6-7 (NASB) ° who- WILL RENDER TO EACH PERSON ACCORDING TO HIS DEEDS: 7
to- those who- by perseverance in doing good seek for glovy and honor and immortality,
eternad life;



c Why iy abiding impovtant?
i It iy one aspect of endurance.
It i proof of faithfulness:
Oonly v abiding iy importunity, ov persistence, a real optiov.
Abiding demonstrates a pout of owr chavacter that iy like God;, whose
"righteousness endures forever” (Py 111:3) and whose name is everlasting (Ps
135:13)
V. Rebellionwand Sivv
a. Unconfessed sin hinders pravyer (Isav. 1:15-17)
b. Idolatry hinders prayer (Ezek. 14:3)
c. Neglect of the Bible hinders pravyer (Johwv 15:7)
v Prayer and Scripture awe inseparably linked. At least four qualities of Scripture
make it valuable for provyer.

1. The Bible provides prepavatiow for prayer.

2. Scripture provides guidance.Scripture provides God's wisdowm.

3. Scripture provides subjects fov pravyer.

Hypocrisy hinders prayer (Matt. 12:38-40)

Self-righteousness hinders prayer (Isov. 57:15)

Anger hinders pravyer (Jaumes 1:20)

Brokew relationshipsy hinder prayer (Matt 5:23-24)

An unforgiving spirit hinders pravyer (Matt. 18:22)

Indifference to-the needs of the weak and helpless hinders prayyer (Joames 1:27)
Withholding tithes and offerings hinders pravyer. (Mal 3:8-10)

VI. Ladoof?’e/rwstma

a. 1 Samuel 7:8 (NASB) ¢ Thew the sons of Israel said to- Samuel;, "Do- not cease to-cry to-the
LORD owr God for us, that He may sowve us from the hand of the Philistines.”

b: Ephesiany 6:18-19 (NASB) “ Withv all pravyer and petitiow pray at all times inv the Spirik,
ands withv this inv view, be onw the alert withy all perseverance and petitiow for all the
saints;, ° and pray onw my behalf, that utterance may be given to- me in the opening of
my mouth, to- make known with boldness the mystery of the gospel,

g
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Chapter 6: Participating in Godr's Plawv Through Proyer
Leawrning Goaly

Pawticipanty will hawve o better understanding of the way they can pawticipate inv God's plan throughv
prowyer.

1. Swwmawige the role of prayer inthe eawly chuuwchv
State the umportance of prayer in the chuwrch today
Naumne benefity of family devotions and list ways to- improve theirs
Identify key factors irvowv effective provyer life
Outline plang for strengthening their chuwrcivy prayyer life and their personal prayer lives.
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"Prayyer invowr lives today iy av significant way God shapes us for His use now and throughv eternity.”

I.  Prayer inthe Eawrly Chuwrchv
. Exaumples of prayyer invActy
i Acty 2:43 (NASB) * Everyone kept feeling a sense of awe; and many wonders and
signs werve taking place thwoughv the apostles.
v Acty 2:47 (NASB) * praising God and hawing fovor withy all the people: And the
Lovd was adding to-their number day by day those who-were being sawved.
i Acty 6:4 (NASB) * "But we will devote ourselves to-prayer and to-the ministry of the
word."
. Acty 16:13-15 (NASB) » And ow the Sabbativ day we went outside the gate to- av
riverside, wherve we were supposing that there would be o place of prayer; and we
sat downw and begowv speaking to- the womern who- had assembled. * A woman



naumed Lydioy, fromv the city of Thyatira, av seller of purple fabrics; aw worvshiper of
God, was listening; and the Lord opened her heart to- respond to- the things
spokenv by Paul. »* And whew she and her houwsehold had beenw baptized; she
wrged ws; saying; "If yow have judged me to-be faithful to-the Lovd, come into- my
house and stay." And she prevailed upon us.

b- Prayer sustoined the early Chawchv ivv Crisis

i. Acts 4:31 (NASB) * And when they had prayed, the place where they had gathered together was shaken, and they
were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak the word of God with boldness.

ii. Acts12:5-11 (NASB) °So Peter was kept in the prison, but prayer for him was being made fervently by the church
to God. ® On the very night when Herod was about to bring him forward, Peter was sleeping between two soldiers,
bound with two chains, and guards in front of the door were watching over the prison. ” And behold, an angel of
the Lord suddenly appeared and a light shone in the cell; and he struck Peter's side and woke him up, saying, "Get
up quickly.” And his chains fell off his hands. ® And the angel said to him, "Gird yourself and put on your
sandals.” And he did so. And he *said to him, "Wrap your cloak around you and follow me." ® And he went out
and continued to follow, and he did not know that what was being done by the angel was real, but thought he was
seeing a vision. °* When they had passed the first and second guard, they came to the iron gate that leads into the
city, which opened for them by itself; and they went out and went along one street, and immediately the angel
departed from him. ** When Peter came to himself, he said, “Now | know for sure that the Lord has sent forth His
angel and rescued me from the hand of Herod and from all that the Jewish people were expecting."

iii. Acts 16:25 (NASB) # But about midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns of praise to God, and
the prisoners were listening to them;

c. Prayer fueled the Missions movement
i Acty 13:2-3 (NASB) * While they were ministering to-the Lovd and fasting, the Holy
Spirit said, "Set apauwt for Me Bawrnabas and Saul for the work to- which I have
called them." * Then, whew they had fasted and prayed and laid their hands ow
them, they sent thew away.

. Paul's pravyers for the chuuwchy Ephesiong 2:16-19 (NASB) ** and might reconcile
them bothv inv one body to- God thwough the cross; by it hawing put to- deativ the
enwnity. ' AND HE CAME AND PREACHED PEACE TO YOU WHO WERE FAR AWAY,
AND PEACE TO THOSE WHO WERE NEAR; ** for thwough Him we bothv hawe owr
access v one Spirit to- the Father.  So- thew yow awe no- longer strangers and
aliens, but yow awe fellow citigens with the sainty, and awe of God's household,
Colossiang 1:9-12 (NASB) ° For this reason also; since the day we heawd, of it; we
hove not ceased to- pray for yow and to- ask that yow may be filled withv the
knowledge of His will inv all spiritual wisdom and understanding; *° so-that yow
will walk inv v manwner worthy of the Lord, to-please Himv inv all respects, bearing
fruit in every good work and increasing v the knowledge of God; ™
strengthened withv all power, according to-His glovious might, for the attaining
of all steadfastiness and patience; joyously ? giving thanks to-the Father, who-has
qualified us to- shawe invthe inheritance of the sainty inv Light.

II. Prayer invthe Chuwch Today (1 Tumothy 2:1-2 (NASB) * First of all, then; I urge that entreaties
and prayers, petitions and thanksgivings, be made ovw behalf of all men, * for kings and all
who- are v anthority, so- that we may lead o tranquil and quiet life inv all godliness and
dignity.)

. Prayer together

b. Prayer ow intercession

c. Prayer for guidance

d. Pravyer for Chwist's work

III. Prayer invthe Home

a. Ephesiany 2:19 (NASB) *° So- thew yow awe no- longer strangers and aliens, but yow ave
fellow citigens with the sainty, and are of God's household,

b. Luke 19:9 (NASB) ° And Jesus said to- him, "Today salvation has come to- this house,
because he, too; is a son of Abraham.

c. Acty 16:33 (NASB) * And he took them that very howr of the night and washed their
wounds; and immediately he was baptized; he and all his household.



d. 1 Peter 3:7 (NASB) 7 Yow huwsbands in the same way, live witihv yowr wives inv awv
understanding way, as withy someone weaker, since she s o womoan, and show her
honor as a fellow heir of the grace of life; so-that your prayers will not be hindered.

IV. Prayer inthe Believer's Life
. Pravyer that iy shaped by the Word
i Scriptuwre quickens ity hearers
. Soripture iy avteacher
il Scripture clawifies God's intentiow

. Scripture pointy to- Chwist as the center of owr faitiv

b= A tume and av place for praver

v A tume for Proyer
i. A place for Prayyer
Ui, Pravyer tooly
1. Organiging our thoughty in proyer
2. A notebook for prayer needs and guidance
3. List of avvswered pravyers
4. Postwre may make o difference inv attitude

wv. Anytime, aryywhere

c. Willingness invprovyer

i Willingness to-accept and do-God's will
. Willingness antomatically rudes out rebellion, anger, and bitterness
i Willingness i saying to- God, "I think I know what i best, but I know that Yow
know what is best, I prefer Your judgment to- mine."

. Willingness means that we always pawticipate in God s greater purposes;, as Chaist
did inv His Gethsemane pravyer.

d. Listening to-God

. Al thwee conwersations between God and Noad found Noal listening to- God

.. God will not work inv patterns foreign to-the patterns revealed invthe Bible

e. Expectoncy v proyer

. Psalm 25:5 (NASB) ° Lead me inv Your trutivand teach me, For Yow are the God of
my salvation; For Yow I wait all the davy.

. Philippions 1:19-20 (NASB) * for I know that this will twrw out for my deliverance
throughv your prayers and the provisiow of the Spirit of Jesus Christ, *° according
to- my eawrnest expectation and hope; that I will not be put to- shame i awnvything,
but that withv alll boldness, Chwist will everw now, as always, be exalted inv my
body, whether by life or by death.

f: Praying in Christ's chowracter

i Jesus owned little and never expressed a desive for anything other thouw His
Father's will.
. Owr prayer must match out lives and our lives should match our pravyer.
. We become like what or whow we spend tume with.

. We awre part of a plaww grander than the greatest minds can conceive, holier thaw

any prophet cawv describe, richer thawn humew language conv explore.

Al written scripture iy taken from the New American Standard Bible (1995) This oulline iy taken for
the most part divectly from the words of 7. W. Hunt and are not my thoughis:




