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Christmas Reminds Us of God’s Mission to Save 

Christmas means a lot of things to our entire nation, 
including Santa Claus and apple cider and fruitcakes 
(I guess I’m hungry?). But for Christians, we  
understand Christmas at its more fundamental level – 
that this holy day (aka, hol-i-day) is about the  
Incarnation of Christ. We discover in Scripture that the 
Messiah is Immanuel – God With Us. 
 
Philippians 2 spells this out: Christ Jesus, existing in the form of God, was willing to leave the glory of 
heaven and assume the form of a servant by coming to earth as a man. He is God. And He came in 
human flesh to earth. God with us! 
 
But He didn’t stop there. He then “humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death – 
even to death on a cross. For this reason God highly exalted him and gave him the name that is 
above every name.” And the name of this great Savior is Jesus! 
 
During Christmas, we celebrate God’s mission to come to earth as our Savior. And one way we can 
join in part of the mission is by personally sharing this gospel message with others. And a second 
way we can join in is by being part of the sending team that puts missionaries on the field. As  
Southern Baptists, we have the largest mission sending organization in the nation through our  
International Mission Board. 
 
At Christmas, one of the ways we Southern Baptists honor Christ and participate in His mission is 
through the annual emphasis we place on our International Missionaries, specifically through the  
Lottie Moon Christmas Offering. While there are many different organizations we can bless at  
Christmas, let me encourage you to make sure to pray for our IMB missionaries and financially  
support our LMCO to continue our international mission efforts. 
 
As I previously mentioned in my email updates, Pastor Keith Tankersley shared with me the idea of 
his church finding new ways to bless their mission partners with some form of Christmas gift. That 
got me to thinking about encouraging all of our churches to do the same with their missions partners. 
If you have missionaries you support and are in partnership with, please consider doing something 
special for them at Christmas, as it can be very lonely on the mission field, especially during the  
holidays. While we are eating turkey and dressing at Thanksgiving and spending time with family at 
Christmas, our missionaries are often just continuing their diligent work, but also missing the family 
festivities. To be good Senders, be sure to reach out and encourage your missionaries at Christmas, 
as they are on the field to share the gospel message of Jesus with a lost and dying world. 
 

Our IMB has a mission partner for every SBC church. If you are not sure who that is for your church, 
have your pastor write an email to: info@imb.org, and indicate you would like to know who your IMB 
Connection missionary is. The missionary will then get in touch with you through the contact info you 
provide. Thank you for caring about the mission of Jesus at Christmas-time, as we celebrate His  
arrival as Immanuel, God with us! 
 

Merry Christmas! Shine His Light and Tell His Story! 

    - Brian 

From the 

desk of  
Brian rushing 

AMS 
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Merry Christmas one and all! 

 We are ending the fall semester with a lot to be grateful for, and 

we are praising God for what He has done. Between our two campuses 

of Harrison County and Perk, we’ve seen 9 students surrender their lives 

to Christ and profess Him as Lord! We had 61 Students attend our  

Mississippi BSU Fall Conference. And we have had the ongoing, regular 

involvement of many students in our weekly ministry events.  

 We will be closing out this semester by taking a team of 16  

students to Christmas in the Delta on December 14-18th. This was a great 

missions opportunity last year, and I am excited to see what the Lord does this year through the mission  

experience. We will also be holding interviews for our 2026 Summer Missionaries, so I ask for your prayers 

for both our Christmas Mission Trip and for the Summer Missions interviews. 

 Lastly, I just want to express my deep gratitude to all the churches in our association who support 

the ministry of the BSU through giving to the Cooperative Program, Margaret Lackey, and directly to Gulf 

Coast BSU, providing meals for our free lunches and outreach events, and the pastors who have come to 

preach God’s Word to our students. I love my job not only because I get to make disciples of college  

students everyday but also because I get a front row seat to see the local churches coming together to carry 

out the Great Commission in cooperation.  

 Praying the Lord blesses you all in your Christmas and end-of-year ministry programs! 

 

David MacLellan  

Director, MGCCC Baptist Student Union 



 

 

 

Every year, Southern Baptists collect the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering® where 

100% of your gift supports missionaries, not overhead. Every dollar you 

give helps take the gospel to those who’ve never heard. 




