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Summer is fast approaching and that means 

VBS time.  Many of our churches are planning 

and anticipating a traditional VBS for summer 

2021.  A welcome change over last summer’s 

plans that went awry.  However, many are still 

uncomfortable conducting a traditional VBS 

this summer.  If this is your church, please  

consider an alternative method of spreading 

the Gospel.  Remember that VBS is the #1  

evangelistic tool of many churches.  Also, in 

these uncertain times it is more important 

than ever for people to hear the good news of 

the Gospel.  It may take flexibility and  

creativity and more than a little effort to pull 

off VBS this year, but it’s worth it because the 

Gospel is worth it! 

Click here for a free 

eBook to help your 

church plan your 

best VBS ever. 

https://g.christianbook.com/ns/pdf/202005/4_VBS_STRATEGIES_Updated.pdf?event=VBS|1015367


Greetings! 

The Spring meeting of the GCBA was a rousing success!  It was 
good, finally, to gather again with the messengers and transact the 
business of the Association “the old-fashioned way!”  Thank you to 
Big Level Baptist Church for being such wonderful hosts.  I have 

been told that I am in trouble with a couple of folks, however.  
When Dr. Durbin and I were talking about the meeting and what 
they needed to do as hosts, I told him, since we were still dealing 
with covid-19 concerns, that there was no need for refreshments 
out of a concern for social distancing.  So…there was no coffee.  I 
was told that at least one person was concerned about having to 
drive home after the meeting without the benefit of coffee to keep 

them awake.  Mea culpa!  I will not make that mistake again (even though there are many things much better to drink 
than coffee…Dr. Pepper for instance). Anyway, the meeting was good.  Bro. Barry Ginn, pastor of Shoreline Park Baptist 
Church, brought a great message of encouragement.  Plan now for Monday October 18, 2021 when we will meet with 
Parkway Baptist Church for our FALL Associational meeting.  Elect your messengers, include them when you prepare 
your ACP and let’s have a full house.  Our speaker will be Dr. Blake Thompson, president of Mississippi College. 

 

One of the privileges I have is serving on the Board of Directors for the Center for International Seamen and Truckers.  
You may recall that Katrina destroyed the facility we once had on the Port of Gulfport.  Since that time, we have met in 
rented facilities until 2019 when we were able to secure a facility on the port but outside the security gate.  While the 
pandemic put a damper on the ministry, we are hoping that we will be able to return to a more normal type ministry to 
the sailors soon.  Through this ministry, we are able to touch lives the world over.  Ongoing financial support is always 
needed.  Church groups may want to gather items to be given to sailors.  To talk about how your church might be  
involved, give the director, Rev. Chris Obrien, a call.  He can be reached at 215-805-8054. 

 

Another group of precious saints who make up the GCBA belong to our Hispanic 
churches.  Rev. Bruce McNeal is pastor of Iglesia Bautista de Emanuel 
(Emmanuel Baptist Church.  They have met for several years in the Fellowship  
Hall at Emmanuel Baptist in Biloxi. Rev. Milton Rocha is pastor of Faro de  
Esperanza (Light of Hope).  They meet at Woolmarket Baptist Church.  Both of  
these fine men give outstanding leadership to their congregations’ efforts to  
reach out to the Hispanic folks with the Gospel.  Pray for them.  Celebrate their  
place in the GCBA. 

 

June means VBS.  Hopefully, you will be able to have your VBS in person.  I pray that however you conduct it, that your 
efforts to share the Gospel with the children present will reap rich dividends in their lives for all eternity.   

 

It is my pleasure to walk this journey with you, 

 

Dr. Steve 

From 

the 

desk of  

  Steve Mooneyham 

AMD 



It is almost Vacation Bible School time!  

Most students have less than three 

weeks left in regular school and the 

churches in our association will conduct 

VBS in the upcoming weeks.  Hopefully 

everyone has ordered their literature, 

recruited their leaders and started  

praying for the souls of the children that 

will be touched by these events. 

There are three things I need to remind you of as you prepare:  

1. Please let Robin know when your church will have VBS.  Bro. Steve and I like to try and visit as many as 

possible. 

2. We are working to correct the bugs with the VBS training videos.  Hopefully by the time you read this 

article, the glitch will be fixed.  The videos can be found on our Facebook page, Mississippi Gulf Coast 

Baptist Association. 

3. You DO NOT need to report your VBS numbers to the association.  Please submit those directly to the 

Disciple/Sunday School/Small Groups department at mbcb.org.  Be sure and record your VBS numbers 

on the Annual Church Profile (ACP).  The association gets the numbers through that instrument. 

Even before Vacation Bible Schools start, we are offering Tutoring 

Children and Youth Training at the GCBA Training Center on May 

21-23, 2021.  This is an eleven-hour course, and you must attend 

the entire training to be certified as a tutor.  You do not have to 

be a schoolteacher to teach children to read or do math.  This is 

an awesome tool in your outreach and evangelism toolbox.  The 

schedule is planned to provide maximum teaching and still  

provide time with your family with three hours on Friday, 4 hours on Saturday morning and 4 hours  

Sunday afternoon.  We need ten participants to make this happen.  Please let me know if you are planning 

to participate. 

Dionne’s  

Corner 

Dionne Williams 

Associate AMD 



 

 

A few days ago, I attended a pastor’s conference in Jackson, MS.  I 
want to share the 23rd Psalm with you in the way I understand it now.  
Sometimes as pastors we forget that the Lord is the Shepherd and we 
are under-shepherds – shepherds of people in our churches but still 
under one Sovereign Shepherd, God.  We must be vigilant in fighting 
against the temptation to shepherd our flock in a way reserved for 
God.  Our Shepherd provides the needs of the birds of the air and 
aren’t we of “much more value.”  Therefore, we have no need to 
want.  In a way, God serves us.  Jesus says he did not come to be 
served but to serve.”  Isn’t it mind boggling to think that the Lord of Lords and King of Kings came to earth, in part, to serve us?  
I think, sometimes, we get this backwards.  We think we are serving Him, but what does the Lord of Lords and King of Kings 
need from us?  It is a privilege, that we are offered a life of obedience.  But, in this life we often get restless, tired, overwhelmed 
and frustrated.  We all need a break from time to time, and we need to lie down in the cool, relaxing, soft grass of God’s love 
and drink from the still waters of His grace.  It is in this place of resting in the Lord where we find a smooth path free of  
obstacles.  In this place, God reminds us it is not about us, but about bringing Glory to Him and Him alone.  However, don ’t be 
fooled, it is not in this place of grace that obstacles magically disappear.  Instead, it is God who clears our path so that we can 
travel on smooth ground.   

He guides us with a rod to ward off wild beasts intent on harming us and with His staff to pull us back to Him when we wander.  
So, there is no need for us to fear even when lost in the proverbial cavern of evil, when darkness is all around, because God, our 
Shepherd, is our protector and sustainer, our “present help in time of trouble.”  

 Our Shepherd prepares, and continues to prepare, a table where we can feast.  His provision is endless.  Our Shepherd calls us 
to come and eat as often as we hunger and thirst.  This table is set before our enemies so they can see the goodness of our Lord 
and the “provision of His grace He lavishes upon His children.”  One day, Jesus will call out to all who are in Christ, “Come up 
here,” and all of those who are not in Him will see before their eyes the Truth – the Christ – and they will know in an instant 
they are enemies of God.  God’s blessings are poured out upon His children and, as with His table, these blessings are never 
ending. Even when we are ignorant to recognize them, we know that “all things work together for good to them that love God, 
to them who are the called according to His purpose.”   

The Great Shepherd’s goodness and mercy pursue us.  He will not let us go at any cost, and He gives good gifts forever, none 
greater than our Salvation in Jesus which cannot be quenched.  We are brothers and sisters with Christ, so Jesus prepares our 
place in heaven, and it is in the very house of God we will live forever.   

Times are hard.  Difficult decisions surround us.  There is danger lurking in every corner, but we must not give up.  We cannot 
run from trouble or hide from adversity.  We must hold fast and dig in and “glory in our sufferings, because we know that  
suffering produces perseverance; perseverance, character; and character, hope.”  We cannot give up because times are hard, 
decisions are difficult and danger is everywhere, for we have a Shepherd who is present, calling us, preparing a house for us, 
and pouring out blessing after blessing.  He is offering rest, supplying our needs, restoring our soul and offering us unlimited 
grace, goodness and mercy!  Hold the line!  Don’t give up! “Be Strong and Courageous!” 

 

 

GRAYSON ORMAN MINISTRY 

    STRATEGIST 



 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Attention Social Media Lovers 

Please join our Facebook group: 

Mississippi Gulf Coast  
Baptist Association 

 
 

(Click the like button above.) 

You’re welcome to post what God is  

doing in your church but please note all 

posts will be delayed pending  

GCBA approval. 

Important to You... 

ONLINE GIVING 

Check out the new Online Giving feature on our website 

www.gulfcoastba.com.  You can use this option for  

Associational Missions giving or any 

other special offerings; such as  

Annie Armstrong Easter Offering, 

Disaster Relief, Margaret Lackey, 

Lottie Moon, Bobby C. Perry  

Associational Missions, etc.        

Pianist Available: 

Daniel Rorabaugh is seeking a position as church pianist.  
He has been a member of First Baptist Church Bay St. Louis 
for many years and plans to move to the Gulfport-Biloxi area 
in 2022. 

Currently, he is student teaching at Biloxi High School and 
completing his music education degree this semester.  He 
plans to acquire a band director position on the Coast upon 
graduation. 

Contact  Daniel at 228-547-1178 or  
danielrorabaugh@yahoo.com if interested. 

 

Piano Supply 
If you are in need of a pianist please contact  

Wanza McGuffie at 601-754-5000 or by email 

wanzamcguffie@gmail.com.   

You may also reach her by Facebook as Wanza McGuffie. 

CLT 
(Church Leader Training) 

Bel Aire Baptist Church 

15080 Dedeaux Road, Gulfport 

August 3, 2021 

5:30pm Registration and Meal 

6:00-8:00pm Training Workshops 

Designed for: 

Sunday School/Discipleship Directors 

Women’s Ministry Directors 

Men’s Ministry Directors 

Worship Leaders 

Youth Leaders 

Pastors 

1884 Antique  
Piano Available 

Has just been 
tuned and ready 
for the perfect 

home or church.   

If interested  
contact Phyllis 

Kramer at  
504-722-4314. 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/2179239518969872
http://www.gulfcoastba.com
mailto:danielrorabaugh@yahoo.com


BIG RIDGE is in search of a part-time Children’s  
Minister.  Please submit resumes to Dr. Raymond 
Grabert.  Email: brbcpastor@cableone.net or call 
the church office for more information  
228-392-4387.   

CONNECT COMMUNITY is in search of a part-time  
Worship Pastor 15 hours per week with salary.  
Please contact Pastor Steven Simon at  
steven@connectcommunitygc.org/228-209-7779. 

GRACE MEMORIAL is in search of a part-time  
music minister.  For more information email Pam  
Raybourn at pamraybourn66@gmail.com. 

 

Be in prayer as these 

churches seek the  

wisdom of the  

Holy Spirit and God’s  

guidance in calling a pastor: 

Emmanuel 

Greater Mount Rest 

Trinity 

FBC Pass Christian 

FBC Wiggins 

Please check our Group Page on Facebook  

for additional church news:  

Mississippi Gulf Coast  

Baptist Association 

Contributions for March 2021  



Click Here:  https://tinyurl.com/5e2as5js 

https://tinyurl.com/5e2as5js


June 26, 2021 

8:30-Noon  COST: $25 

Robinwood BC 

17076 W. Wortham Rd, Saucier, MS 

(Corner of Hwy 49 & W. Wortham)   

Offering: 

Feeding                 Recovery 

Basic and Advanced Chainsaw 

Chaplaincy 

(If you are unable to attend June 26, you may attend the training on  

June 12 @ Temple BC in Hattiesburg.) 

DISASTER RELIEF TRAINING 

https://www.bing.com/local?lid=YN502x8902643&id=YN502x8902643&q=Robinwood+Baptist+Church&name=Robinwood+Baptist+Church&cp=30.556625366210938%7e-89.12237548828125&ppois=30.556625366210938_-89.12237548828125_Robinwood+Baptist+Church
https://www.bing.com/local?lid=YN502x8902643&id=YN502x8902643&q=Robinwood+Baptist+Church&name=Robinwood+Baptist+Church&cp=30.556625366210938%7e-89.12237548828125&ppois=30.556625366210938_-89.12237548828125_Robinwood+Baptist+Church

