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The Local Church Is Most Important! 

I am so grateful to once again be part of our  
Association. Last month, several of us enjoyed 
attending our annual Southern Baptist  
Convention, which reminds us that we are 
“better together!” As we cooperate at that  
national level, we find we can do more together 
than an individual church can do alone. And this 
is also true at the local Association level. Our 
partnership with each other is important in  
pushing back the lostness of the MS Gulf Coast. 
 
However, as an entity, “the Association” is not as important as each individual church. That might 
sound strange coming from the guy who is leading our Association, but we know that the local 
church is God's plan for growing the kingdom. Therefore, the local churches are to be the stars (or 
in our context, the lighthouses!) in our Kingdom work. And that means that the role of the  
Association is to be behind the scenes helping our churches shine brighter and farther as the 
lights in our Gulf Coast communities.  
 
I agree with Dr. Shawn Parker’s statement about the role of the MS Baptist Convention – the  
Convention exists to equip local churches to make disciples. The work of the Convention is  
successful only if it is helping the local church be more effective. And that is our Association’s 
marker for success as well – to help our churches be as healthy and effective as possible, so that 
you and your church family can be highly effective at making disciples and living on mission. 
 
As your Associational Mission Strategist, at the end of each day I want to be able to answer the 
important question: 

“How did I help the local church today?” 
 
Therefore, I hope you will share with me how to help you and your church. As you think about 
your own church’s context and direction, I hope you will be thinking of your answers to these two 
questions: 

• How can I be praying for you and your church?  
• What do you think the Association can/should do to come alongside to help you, your  

leadership team, and your church family? 
  
Your answers will be helpful as I continue planning how to serve well. I look forward to asking you 
these questions face to face, but you don’t have to wait until that happens to send me your  
answers! Feel free to share any of your answers to the above questions to me by a phone call, 
text, or email. I look forward to hearing from you! 
 
Grateful For You and Your Church, 
    Brian 
 

 

From the 

desk of  
Brian rushing 

AMS 



The “Cat is Out of the Bag.” Thailand mission efforts are growing. 

Will you lead your church to the foreign mission field? 

God is moving the hearts of people from all over the world to be 

on mission and to be on mission in Southeast Asia. Thailand is 

uniquely situated and closely connects to six countries that do 

not allow the Gospel to be preached openly. Thailand is the 

“Gateway to West Mainland.” By reaching Thailand for Christ, we 

could launch full evangelistic, church planting, and compassion 

ministries throughout West Mainland – a geographic region that is widely closed to the Gospel. With God’s help we 

can make a difference.  

The first interest meeting for the March 18-28, 2024, Mission Journey to Thailand is set for July 6, 2023. This meeting 

is for any member of a Mississippi Southern Baptist church and especially for those located in Stone, Hancock, and 

Harrison counties. In this meeting we will pray together for Thailand and Missionaries serving there. We will recap 

the recent trip to Thailand to give you context and information about the region, security, and evangelistic  

possibilities. We will discuss the timeline and expectations to clarify the process and answer questions. Please stop 

what you are doing now and set your calendar for July 6, 2023, to take time to see if this is something God would 

have you and your church be involved in. Take a look on the next page to see what is happening in your Association 

regarding Thailand. 

Associational relations with Thailand are exploding. With Crosspoint Church in Gulfport leading the charge, Lyman 

FBC on the ground this week, Bel Aire Baptist on the ground in two weeks (that’s my team) and Michael Memorial 

and Big Level Baptist having sent people already, the enthusiasm and excitement is growing exponentially. Not just 

that, but cooperation between churches is happening. Crosspoint and Lyman FBC are in Thailand together this week. 

How exciting is that? You could be next. Be thinking about another church you could partner with to make the  

possibility of going to the NATIONS a reality.  

This week I had the pleasure of meeting with Jimmy Stewart from FBC, Gulfport, and Smokey Gibson from FBC, Biloxi 

to talk through the possibility of jumping on board with what could be the largest overseas mission collaboration in 

GCBA History. Don’t forget about Bay St. Louis and Wiggins FBC who are talking through what it could look like to 

send people from their congregations to share the Gospel with the Thai people, help teach in the Christian schools, 

and train pastors.   

To make this happen we need cooperation. 

Brian Cameron did an outstanding job asking his congregation to participate this Sunday and I am expecting many 

more of you have questions and want to know how to get involved. We have full-color flyers you can share with your 

congregation. Just send us a message and we will send you some flyers to pass out. Share the content of the flyer 

with your congregation or call me and I will make time to come and talk to your church about missions and missions 

to Thailand. Take a look at the flyer on the next page and call the office today if you need some for your  

congregation. God is blessing the Gulf Coast Baptist Association and is leading us to missions in Thailand. 

Will you lead your church to the foreign mission field? 

INTERIM 

AAMS 
GRAYSON ORMAN 



MISSION OPPORTUNITY 



BEL AIRE has a 2-drawer fire safe filing cabinet and large set of 

8” sign letters for a church in need. 

BIG RIDGE is hiring preschool teachers for their new weekday 

ministry.  Resumes may be submitted to: 

brbcchildrensministry@gmail.com. 

CORNERSTONE is seeking a part-time Youth Director.  For more 

information contact Rev. Don Bearden at 228-324-5982. 

HANDSBORO is in search of a senior pastor.  Resumes may be 

submitted to: pastorsearchcommittee@handsborobaptist.org.  

LIVE OAK BC has the need for a part-time worship leader who 

can lead Sunday worship.  If interested contact Steven Simon, 

pastor 228-209-7779 or steven@liveoakchurch.net. 

MCHENRY FBC would like to announce they have called  

Dr. David Taylor as their pastor.  Join us in welcoming him to our 

Association.  

NEW HOPE is looking for a Music Director. Please email 

newhopegulfport@gmail.com for more information. 

OLD SPANISH TRAIL BC is looking for a piano player. Please call 

Pastor Paul Burdic at 228-344-3109 or 228-304-0652 (cell). 

SHORELINE PARK is looking for an Interim Children’s Pastor.  

Contact the church office at 228-467-9461.   

 

Please check our Group Page on Facebook  

for additional church news:  

Mississippi Gulf Coast Baptist Association 

Contributions for May 2023 

Our deepest condolences 

to the family of  

Dr. Raymond Grabert,  

pastor Big Ridge B.C. and 

his wife Jennifer in the  

passing of Jennifer’s  

mother, Bea Knight of 

Raceland, LA on  

June 26, 2023. 

 

Be in prayer as these 

churches seek the  

wisdom of the Holy Spirit 

and God’s guidance  

in calling a pastor: 

• FSB Pearlington 

• Handsboro 

• The Church at Windance 

• Tuxechena 

mailto::brbcchildrensministry@gmail.com
mailto:pastorsearchcommittee@handsborobaptist.org
mailto:steven@liveoakchurch.net
mailto:newhopegulfport@gmail.com


Dear Friends, 
Tammy and I have made the transition to our new 
home in Georgia. We are getting everything in order 
very slowly. 
 
Our hearts still overflow with appreciation for the 
time we were allowed to join you all on this journey 
of faith. We have many precious memories and  
treasured friendships from these last 18+ years. 
 
Thank you so much for all the kind wishes expressed 
in so many ways over these last several weeks.   
Thank you, also for the generous gift given to us at 
the reception. May our Father continue to bless the 
GCBA  in measures far beyond your  generosity to us. 
 
With great love for you all,   
Dr. Steve and Tammy Mooneyham 





Happy Mid-Summer Everyone! 

 It has been a joy to see and hear what God has been doing this summer through 

our local churches’ Vacation Bible Schools. I had the privilege to go with a couple of 

my BSU students to New Hope Baptist Church so they could share with the kids about 

being on mission. It was incredible getting to not only see the amount of care the 

members at New Hope put into the VBS but the kids being excited about learning 

from God’s Word and about the Gospel.  

 Here at the BSU we’re in a time of preparation and projects. A few weeks ago, I got to be a part of a 

Collegiate Ministers Fellowship that took place in New Orleans right before the SBC Annual Meeting. I was 

able to learn from BSU Directors from all over the country and discuss strategy for MGCCC BSU. It is  

encouraging to hear what the Lord is doing in the hearts of college students around our nation. And I am  

looking forward to implementing stuff I learned into our ministry this next school year.  

 We have also begun renovating an unused storage room at the Perk BSU into a Conference room. This 

will provide a place for students to study, hold BSU leadership meetings, and an area for students to have  

Bible Studies without distractions. It certainly is not a one-man job, and I am greatly appreciative for those 

who have already helped with the work we have done. My goal is to have this room ready by the start of the 

Fall Semester. So, Lord willing we will soon share pictures of the finished product.  

 May the Lord bless you all as you seek to reach your communities with the Gospel! 

David MacLellan  

Director of the MGCCC Baptist Student Union 

(228)-327-6240 

davidbeckettmac@gmail.com 

 

 



www.womenscommunitysupport.org 

 

Items may be dropped off at: 

9155 Lorraine Road, Gulfport 
228-897-8958 

0-3 Months Boys baby clothes 

3-6 Months Boys baby clothes 

6-9 Months Boys baby clothes 

12-18 Months Boys & Girls onesies 

18-24 Months Boys & Girls onesies 

Women’s Resource Center  

is in need of the following items: 

Burp Cloths 

Bibs 

Blankets 

Socks (Infant and Toddler) 

Bottles 

Baby Wash 

https://www.womenscommunitysupport.org



