The news publication of the Gulf Coast Baptist Association
October 2020 Vol. 56 No. 9

Sunday, October 18, 2020
The GCBA has established an offering for Associational
Missions in memory of longtime Executive Director/
Treasurer, Dr. Bobby C. Perry. This year is the first
time we will receive this offering.
Each church will receive a quantity of promotional
material in the coming weeks to aid in promoting the
offering.
When you give to Bobby C. Perry
Associational Missions Offering (BCPAMO) you will
strengthen the work and ministry of the GCBA. We
urge you to plan now how you will give to this
offering.

Don’t forget your pastor
and staff during the
month of October!
It’s Pastor

Appreciation

time and

you’ve got the whole month to let him
know how much you appreciate his
ministry and service to your congregation.

SUPPORTING:
GCBA Church Planting
(Funding to assist new
starts)
Partnership Missions
(Helping GCBA churches
with mission trips)
Disaster Relief
(Assistance for volunteer
training and relief)

BOBBY C. PERRY
ASSOCIATIONAL MISSIONS OFFERING

Associational Goal $10,000.00
Staff:
Dr. Steve Mooneyham-Executive
Director/Treasurer
Rev. Dionne Williams-Associate
Associational Missions Director

A gift is always a nice gesture, but in
addition to that we suggest you commit
to pray for your pastor/staff and their
families. Then, find a meaningful way to
show your appreciation. (Even though
you should be doing that the other 11
months out of the year!)
“And I will give you shepherds after my
own heart, who will feed you with
knowledge and understanding.”
Jeremiah 3:15

11201 Old Highway 49 Gulfport, Mississippi 39503

Staff continued:
Grayson Orman-Ministry
Strategist
Email—office@gulfcoastba.com www.gulfcoastba.com
Robin Knapp-Executive
Group Facebook page: Mississippi Gulf Coast Baptist Association Ministry/Financial Assistant
(228) 832-4311 FAX (228) 539-1453

From
the
desk of

Steve Mooneyham

Greetings Friends!
2020 is the proverbial “gift that keeps on giving!”
You will recall that we were forced to cancel our Executive
Board meeting in April (as well as in July) and our Spring
Associational meeting. I imagine we all thought we would
have returned to “normal” long before now.

AMD

Alas, that is not the case. Here we are in the fall of 2020 and
our Executive Team has voted to cancel the October Executive
Board and the Fall Associational meetings out of an abundance
of caution related to the COVID-19 issue. As they did earlier in the year, the Executive Team will conduct the
necessary business acting in their capacity as our Emergency Operations Team. We will forward to pastors
any actions which are to be considered by the Executive Team, including the proposed budget, after our
teams meet next week. Please contact me if you have any questions about those items.
Since we are talking about cancellations….
The Ministers and Mates Banquet typically held the week before Thanksgiving has been called off as well.
BOBBY C. PERRY ASSOCIATIONAL MISSIONS OFFERING
The date set to receive this inaugural offering for Associational missions is Sunday October 18, 2020. Our goal
is $10,000.00. That comes out to about $150.00 per church (in round numbers), so it is very attainable. We
will provide promotional materials for every church in the coming days. Remember that a portion of this
offering will go towards Disaster Relief.
SPEAKING ABOUT DISASTER RELIEF
One of our churches gave a very generous gift to be given to those suffering damage from Hurricane Laura. I
travelled a few days ago to Lake Charles, LA to the Carey Association to meet with their Associational Missions
Director and presented his association a check for a little over $20,000.00 for disaster relief needs in his area.
While there we spoke about partnership opportunities. He is to share information with me about those
needs which I will, in turn, share with our churches to see what kind of assistance we may provide in the
future. If you or your church would like to make contributions for disaster relief, you may do so through the
GCBA. You may mail such contributions to our office, OR, you can go to our website www.gulfcoastba.com
and click on the “GIVING” tab, follow the simple directions and make contributions that way.
It is my joy to serve Him along with you!
Blessings,
Dr. Steve

Dionne’s
Corner
Dionne Williams
Associate AMD

In a recent visit to Parkway Baptist Church’s Sunday morning service, I
had the pleasure to observe them celebrating mission work through
their church. PBC supports one of their own who is a missionary at an
orphanage in Honduras. She was present via video. But the other
mission highlight was the work of the “Hearts and Hands” group in
Parkway. I was amazed at the many and varied ministry opportunities
that this group provides to the members of the church. It was real
people impacting real people with real problems.

Here are some things that this group has done:
1. Made shirts that demonstrate what the group does: Using their hands to demonstrate what is in
their hearts.
2. Made 72 dozen cookies to pass out the to homeless at Donald Synder Community Center.
3. Made blankets for the homeless and bibs for the Pregnancy Resource Center in Gulfport.
4. Hand knitted approximately 300 caps for the homeless.

5. Gave away 803 pairs of socks.
6. Made 1300 eyeglass cases for missionaries in Romania.
“Hearts and Hands” believes in Parkway’s mission statement: Serving God by Loving People.
This group is a great example of Discipling Disciples to Minister, our 2020-21 Associational theme. They have
set the bar high for other senior adult groups in GCBA to take ministries and projects outside the church
walls to reach the lost , unchurched and less fortunate.
One of my favorite Bible verses is Luke 14:23, “’Then the master told the servant, ‘Go out into the highways
and hedges and make them come in, so that my house may be filled.‘“ The Master commands us to minister
not just in our churches but to the world around us. If you belong to a small groups in your church, whether
a Sunday School class, small group Bible Study, senior adult group, choir, praise team or mission group, look
for opportunities this coming year to begin to minister outside your church walls. If your small groups are
already doing something, let me know so I can recognize your ministry.

COVID-19 AND DISCIPLESHIP
Well, I guess it’s time to write about COVID-19. I mean,
everyone else has, right? What has COVID-19 revealed to
me, you might ask? I have varying degrees of thought on
this subject. First, I am saddened by all who lost loved ones.
This pandemic has cost the church many wise, grey-haired
heroes of the faith. We will miss them deeply and will likely
not know how much they meant to us until our next difficult
decision presents itself. Who will we turn to?

GRAYSON ORMAN

MINISTRY
STRATEGIST

Many churches are looking to the next generation for answers and the next generation seems to me to be in
an identity crisis. They appear too busy, focused on things with no lasting value, and without the skills of their
mothers and fathers. They are quick to pull out their phones and Google answers that, had we wanted to
Google answers to our questions, we would have pulled out our own phones! If not careful, we could
quickly become disillusioned in a moment’s time. We easily might begin to look at the next generation as a
curse and not a blessing; however, we must ask ourselves a simple question. Why is the next generation
unable to commit, follow, problem solve, and lead in our churches? The answer is because we failed to bring
up leaders.
We made the mistake of attempting to disciple young men and women without preparing them to disciple
others. Of course, we share in the shortcoming. As much as we failed to lead leaders to lead, many young
people failed to take to heart the things we taught them and with great knowledge did not put their learning
into practice.
What does this have to do with COVID-19? Well, I am happy you asked. COVID-19 has forced many church
leaders to rely on the next generation, thereby uncovering the fact that we are missing a generation of
leaders. This is a gift from God, because now, as a church, we can see where we need to spend our time and
where we need to focus. Making disciples is a difficult process, and many of us have done a good job
imparting knowledge but have not helped disciples of Jesus to practically work out their salvation.
As we return to our churches and place emphasis on many things, we cannot forget the one thing that all
believers are called to do. We must take the opportunity God has given us and redesign our Preaching,
Teaching, and Connecting to bring up followers of Christ who are unashamed to share their faith with others
and carry the discipleship process to completion.
COVID-19 has helped me prioritize the wishes of our Heavenly Father and has caused me to focus more on
bringing up leaders who will disciple disciples to make disciples.

ONLINE GIVING

Important to You...

Please remember the Crowley family in the
passing of Walter Ray Necaise, father-in-law
of Rev. Paul Crowley, pastor Woolmarket BC
and grandfather of Rev. Aaron Crowley,
pastor First Baptist Church Pass Christian.
Woolmarket BC will host a visitation on
Thursday, October 1 from 9:30-11am with
the funeral service following at 11:00am.

Also, condolences to Rev. Dionne Williams
and family in the passing of his mother,
Estelle Williams on Tuesday, September 29.
Graveside funeral services will be held on
Friday, October 2 at 10:00am at Juniper
Grove Baptist Church in Poplarville. The
family will receive friends thirty minutes
prior to the funeral service.

Piano Supply
If you are in need of a pianist
please contact Wanza McGuffie at
601-754-5000 or by email
wanzamcguffie@gmail.com. You may
also reach her by Facebook as
Wanza McGuffie.

Check out the new Online Giving feature
on our website www.gulfcoastba.com.
You can use this option for Associational
Missions giving or any other special
offerings; such as Disaster Relief,
Bobby C. Perry Associational
Missions, Margaret Lackey, Lottie Moon,
etc.

With the change of the season, you
may have staff changes that need to be updated
with your state convention. The Mississippi
Baptist Convention is working diligently at
updating church information. Give them a
helping hand and click on this link to be sure your
church’s information is up to date.
https://www.mbcb.org/church-staff-update/

Please help us out
In response to a request, we would like to
know if your church is involved in a jail or
prison ministry, please email the following
information to the GCBA Office
robin@gulfcoastba.com:
1. Church name
2. Where you minister and how often
3. Name of person who leads the
ministry

Contributions for August 2020
Please check our Group Page on Facebook
for additional church news:

Mississippi Gulf Coast
Baptist Association
BOND located just north of Wiggins, is in search of a
part-time Music Minister. Please direct inquiries and
resumes to: Dale Davis @ 601-528-0121 or email
stoneprint1@gmail.com.
BIG RIDGE is in search of a part-time Children’s
Minister. Please submit resumes to Dr. Raymond
Grabert. Email: brbcpastor@cableone.net or call the
church office for more information 228-392-4387.
CONNECT COMMUNITY is in search of a part-time
Worship Pastor 15 hours per week with salary. Please
contact Pastor Steven Simon by email or phone:
steven@connectcommunitygc.org or 228-209-7779.
FBC BAY ST. LOUIS is in search of a part-time
Financial Administrative Assistant. Compensation is
based on experience with retirement benefits provided.
Please
see
this
link
for
more
details.
http://www.sbc.net/jobs/20766/financialadministrative-assistant
GRACE CHAPEL has a 2003 Ford F-350 20 passenger bus
for sale. For more information contact Pastor Stan
Proctor at 228-493-0709. See the GCBA Facebook page
for details.
NEW HOPE is overjoyed to announce they have called
Rev. Matthew Sachitano from Phenix City, Al to be their
new pastor. Pray for his new ministry with New Hope
beginning October 1.

Be in prayer as these
churches seek the
wisdom of the
Holy Spirit and God’s
guidance in calling a pastor:

Emmanuel
Greater Mount
Rest
North Hills
North Long Beach
Robinwood
Trinity
FBC Wiggins

The Gulf Coast Community Ministries
Annual BBQ Fundraiser is underway!
Purchase your fresh smoked whole pork butt online and pickup on Thursday,
October 22 at Bayou View Baptist Church, 4709 Chamberlain Ave., Gulfport from
4:30pm to 6:30pm. The last day to order is Sunday, October 11 unless we sell out
prior. So, order early and DON’T MISS OUT!
Thank you to Daddy’s BBQ and Hog Addiction BBQ for doing all the preparing
and cooking!
GCCM serves homeless and low-income families across the Mississippi Gulf
Coast through our food pantry, clothing closet, free medical clinic, literacy
program, and more. 100% of the proceeds go directly to the ministry.
More details and purchase information can be found on our website!
www.gulfcoastministry.org (click here)

We’re excited to pass along this personal invitation for you and your ladies to join in the annual

Abide Women’s Conference at NOBTS, February 19-20, 2021.
This years’ plenary speaker is Jen Wilkin, a notable and beloved teacher of God’s Word. The conference is
titled, Women of the Word, and there will also be 12 additional breakout sessions
all centered on various aspects of God’s Word.

Check out all the details at PrepareHer.com/abide.

Are you familiar with the
Greyhound Bus Company?
Greyhound has been widely
recognized across North America
as a leader in transportation for
over 100 years. For over four
decades, this iconic brand had a
memorable slogan that
encouraged travelers to “Go,
Greyhound...and leave the
driving to us.”
Since 1943, the Mississippi
Baptist Foundation has served
alongside churches and other
ministries as “laborers together
with God.” With that goal as our
continued focus, we would like
to introduce you to the
Foundation’s Ministry
Accounting Service available to
churches and associations.
Prayerfully, outsourcing this task
to the Foundation will allow you
to address other ministry
opportunities and needs. In this
way, you can “Go, make
disciples...and leave the
accounting to us!” In other
words, we will focus on the
accounting while you focus on
what really counts!
More information is available on
our website:
www.msbaptistfoundation.org.

