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“100th Birthday of the Baptist Faith & Message &  
the Cooperative Program”  
 
As we approach this year’s annual Southern Baptist  
Convention, I want to point out two important  
anniversaries that we are celebrating this year. In 1925, 
Southern Baptists launched the Cooperative Program and 
adopted the Baptist Faith & Message. 
 
The Cooperative Program (CP) was a "never-before-attempted method" of funding for helping SBC  
churches combine their finances for ministry and mission efforts. As each church gives to their State  
Convention, a portion of the funds are then forwarded to the SBC for its work. The CP has allowed us to  
become a great mission-sending, church planting, and ministry training convention. We have six of the  
largest seminaries in the nation. We currently support just over 3500 overseas missionaries. We have  
planted more than 11,000 churches in North America in the past 15 years. From this giving model, we are 
able to do amazing work that allows more people around the world to hear the Gospel and receive Christ! 
Thank you for giving to CP to support our Mississippi Baptist Convention and Southern Baptist Convention. 
(Thank you also for your additional giving to the Association!)  
 
The Baptist Faith and Message (BF&M) was originally adopted to provide a unified statement of faith as a 
response to theological challenges in the early 1900s. The BF&M gives basic statements on our Southern 
Baptist beliefs and provides a guide for doctrinal accountability. The doctrines serve as a theological anchor 
for our churches and SBC institutions. 
 
(Just as a side-note, all of our GCBA churches are SBC churches. The second sentence of our GCBA  
Constitution indicates: “This Association shall be composed of persons who have been duly elected as  
messengers by Southern Baptist Churches, cooperating with the Gulf Coast Baptist Association….”) 
 
Historically, the BF&M was crafted to define our beliefs while also defending our Baptist faith against  
cultural, political, and theological challenges. It has been revised three times (1963, 2000, 2023), and each  
revision reflects our effort to remain faithful to Scripture while also dealing with the needs of the current 
times. Therefore, many of our churches use the BF&M as a teaching tool to help church members know 
what we believe as Southern Baptists. 
 
If you haven’t looked at the BF&M in a while, I would encourage you to do so. You can find it online at 
https://bfm.sbc.net/bfm2000/  
 
I am so grateful for what we Southern Baptists have been able to accomplish through our combined giving 
to the CP and through our fidelity to our beliefs in the BF&M! Happy 100th Birthday to both the CP & the 
BF&M! The strength of both prove that we continue to be Better Together! 
 
Brian 

From the 

desk of  
Brian rushing 

AMS 

https://bfm.sbc.net/bfm2000/


If your church has a vacancy for a position you 
would like us to publicize, please contact the 
office.  We will post the information at:  
Open Church Positions | Gulf Coast Baptist . 
 
We always enjoy visiting our churches  
during VBS.  Please contact the office to let us 
know your VBS dates.   
 
Bel Aire would like to announce the  
retirement of Alan Stevens, their Music and 
Media Pastor.  Please join them in thanking 
Alan for 21 years of service with Bel Aire and 
over 50 years in ministry!  Please pray for Alan 
and Dee as they make this transition. 
 
Jacobs Well is excited to share the following 
staff additions; Bob Guidry, Worship Minister, 
Josh Fisher, Associate Pastor, Lacey Vitalec, 
Associate Music Minister.  Congratulations to 
all! 

Please check our Group Page on Facebook  

for additional church news:  

Mississippi Gulf Coast Baptist Association 

Contributions for April 2025 

https://www.gulfcoastba.com/team-3
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2179239518969872


 
 As mentioned in last month’s article, we have a new Campus 

Missionary for the Harrison County Campus, Isaac Sivils. Isaac is no 

stranger to BSU or the community college campus. He served as the 

BSU President when he was a student at Copiah-Lincoln Community 

College and served as the International Student Ministry Coordinator 

with the BSU at Mississippi State University. He served as a MS BSU 

Summer Missionary the past three summers and will be attending 

seminary at New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary in the Fall. I 

am excited for Isaac to join us on June 4th and believe he will be an 

exceptional addition to the team. 

 On the line of Summer Missionaries, we have 5 students serving as summer missionaries from 

Mississippi Gulf Coast Community College Baptist Student Union this summer! They will be serving in 

Australia, Mexico, the Philippines, Northern Africa, and the Himalayas. I would ask that you be in prayer 

for these and all our MS BSU Summer Missionaries as they are serving the Lord in different contexts this 

summer.  

 The 2024-25 Academic Year was a great year of fruitfulness at both the Perkinston and Harrison 

County Campus BSUs. I want to thank all of you for your continued support of the BSU through your  

giving to the Cooperative Program, Margaret Lackey, GCBA, and to the Gulf Coast BSU.  I also want to 

thank all the churches who have provided a meal for our BSU lunches and the volunteers who have 

been a part of pouring into college students. I’d love to extend the invitation to anyone in the GCBA who 

would like to come be a part of what the Lord is doing through Gulf Coast BSU next year. May the Lord 

bless you all as you seek to make Christ known in your communities this summer! 

 

 

 

 

 

David MacLellan 

Director, MGCCC Baptist Student Union 

  





Come join us for a fun-filled day of missions.   

Missions Madness is for all boys and girls  

1st- 6th grades and their leaders.  

Please bring your children’s groups; CA, GA, and RA kids. 

$10 per child to cover snacks/meals 

To Register Online Visit: 
https://www.gulfcoastba.com/event-details/missions-madness 

MISSIONS MADNESS 2025: 
“MOUNTIES FOR MISSIONS...ALL ABOUT CANADA” 

Saturday, September 13, 2025 

9am-2pm 

First Baptist Church Gulfport 

12190 Hwy 605 

Gulfport 39503 

https://www.gulfcoastba.com/event-details/missions-madness





