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“Preparing Sunday School & Small Group Leaders”  
 
We are halfway through the summer break, which 
means that churches will soon be promoting children 
and students into their new Sunday School classes. 
While our leaders don’t change every year, and while 
our adult classes don’t typically promote into a new 
class, this is still a great time to have a Sunday 
School training to help all of your leaders hone their 
skills before the “fall semester” begins. 
 
After the worship service, the largest on-going ministry that most of our churches have is Sunday 
School (a.k.a., Bible-focused Small Groups). It typically involves more volunteers than any other 
ministry in the church. It engages many people – church members and guests, young and old. It 
utilizes the most space. It requires a significant budget. And we are willing to put that much time, 
finances, and energy into this ministry because of its potential impact to our church and for the 
kingdom.  
 
And since our Sunday School Ministry is this impactful to our church, we need to train the leaders 
of this most important ministry. We shouldn’t see this training as something to possibly do on  
occasion. We should see it as a necessary investment to help our groups provide the most impact 
for the kingdom. The leaders of your small groups greatly impact the direction of your church  
family, as you entrust them with leading their class members for 52 weeks of the year. Therefore, 
we need to make sure they are ready to lead in the right direction. 
 
The Bible is the most important book that our people can study and discuss. And if math teachers 
and English teachers and science teachers have to engage in regular Continuing Education to 
teach their subjects, shouldn’t our leaders expect us to provide them with ongoing training? 
Shouldn’t we provide them with training that helps them become the most effective teachers of the 
most important book and the most important subject? 
 
Making disciples is a primary goal of the church, and Sunday School is one of the most important 
and largest ministries of the church. That means the goal of Sunday School is to make disciples. 
Discipleship author, Jim Putman says: “We believe a church should make an intentional shift that 
nurtures…biblical relational discipleship…. Since making disciples is the main reason why a church 
exists, everything in the corporate body of the local church needs to be aligned in a way that  
funnels people toward these discipleship environments, the most notable of which is the relational 
small group.” 
 
I encourage you to provide training for your Sunday School and Small Group Leaders. And if you 
need assistance on when and how to do that, I would love to brainstorm with you about it. And if 
you need someone to provide training for your leaders, I would be happy to help provide it.  
 
Grateful for your churches and your leadership! 
Brian 

From the 

desk of  
Brian rushing 

AMS 



If your church has a vacancy for a position you 
would like us to publicize, please contact the 
office.  We will post the information at:  
Open Church Positions | Gulf Coast Baptist. 
 
First Baptist Long Beach would like to announce 
the retirement of Mrs. Brenda Davis on August 1.  
Brenda has served faithfully as their Education 
Minister since August 1998.  Prior to  that,  
Brenda served almost 5 years as the Director of 
Education and Ministries with the GCBA.  Thank 
you, Brenda for 32 years of ministry in our  
Association.  
  
A Dessert Fellowship will be held in Brenda’s 
honor at First Baptist Long Beach on Sunday, July 
27, 2025 at 3pm.  You are invited to join them in 
this celebration. 
 
Congratulations to Caleb Lewis, pastor Faithview 
and his wife, Heather on the birth of their son, 
Abram Elijah on May 30.  Their daughter, Shiloh 
is enjoying her new role as big sister/helper.     

Please check our Group Page on Facebook  

for additional church news:  

Mississippi Gulf Coast Baptist Association 

Contributions for May 2025 
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Come join us for a fun-filled day of missions.   

Missions Madness is for all boys and girls  

1st- 6th grades and their leaders.  

Please bring your children’s groups; GA, RA and CA kids. 

$10 per child to cover snacks/meals 

To Register Online Visit: 
https://www.gulfcoastba.com/event-details/missions-madness 

MISSIONS MADNESS 2025: 
“MOUNTIES FOR MISSIONS...ALL ABOUT CANADA” 

Saturday, September 13, 2025 

9am-2pm 

First Baptist Church Gulfport 

12190 Hwy 605 

Gulfport 39503 

https://www.gulfcoastba.com/event-details/missions-madness


and informed decision making for 

 

Hope Adult Learning  
Basic Tutor Training 

5 Sessions Total 

*FIRST SESSION: Tuesday, Aug. 26, 2025 

*TIME: 9:00 to Noon 

*LOCATION: 11201 Old Hwy 49, Gulfport 

*REGISTRATION FEE: Early $35. Late $45 

*EARLY REGISTRATION DEADLINE: Sun. Aug. 17 

Find out more at  

www.hopeadultlearning.com 

*CONTACT 

Donna Daulton  

228-256-3610 

hopeadultlearning@gmail.com 

http://www.hopeadultearning.com





