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Upcoming Events in Your Association

of the
Gulf Coast Baptist Association

Monday, October 21 at 7pm
(Pre-session music begins at 6:45pm)

Vardaman Street Baptist Church
334 S. Vardaman Street
Wiggins
Don’t forget to update your messengers to
the Association on the Leadership Survey at
www.sbcworkspace.com

Staff:
Dr. Steve Mooneyham-Executive
Director/Treasurer
Rev. Dionne Williams-Associate
Associational Missions Director

11201 Old Highway 49 Gulfport, Mississippi 39503
(228) 832-4311 FAX (228) 832-0995

Email—office@gulfcoastba.com
www.gulfcoastba.com
Facebook page: Mississippi Gulf Coast Baptist Association

Staff continued:
Grayson Orman-Ministry
Strategist
Robin Knapp-Executive
Ministry/Financial Assistant

From
the desk
of

October

Steve Mooneyham
AMD

is the month set aside for Pastor and Staff
Appreciation. In Ephesians 4, Paul makes a very important
statement. He says that, “He himself gave some as
apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, some pastors
and teachers…” (CSB)
Did you miss the important word? Paul said, “He
GAVE…”Among the gifts that God gives to each church is
the pastor shepherd who leads them to obedience to
Himself.

We have heard all the old comments:
-“Pastor, I wish I had your job. Pastors only work two days a week!”
-“God you keep our pastor humble and we will keep him poor.“
There are a host of others.
The reality is that pastors have a hard job. The ones I know faithfully minister to their congregations, are
available all hours of the day and night for crisis in members’ lives, lead their churches in ministry and
mission, labor in the Word so that they can present a Word from God each Sunday and so much more.
Many do all this in the face of constant criticism for a myriad of perceived short comings, are expected (by
some) to sacrifice time with family and the Father to be at the beckoning call of unrealistic church member’s
incessant demands. In some cases, Pastor and staff families are under so much pressure that they struggle
under the load. I have witnessed families where children grow up under such pressure and stress they vow
not to return to church when they leave home.
Let me encourage you to make plans to give honor to your pastor and staff and their wives during the month
of October, for sure. Let them know how much you treasure their ministry to and among you. Celebrate
with tangible things. Yes, it is good to hear a “Thank you” but do something tangible like a night out. Give
them an unexpected Sunday off…and don’t charge it to their vacation!
While I am on the subject, think of the approaching holidays. Many pastor/staff families do not have family
around the corner like most folks in their churches. Why should they miss family events just because they
are in the ministry? So your church has a Christmas eve service; does that pastor HAVE to lead it? Can’t the
Chairman of Deacons who lives right down the road do it this year and allow the pastor to be with his family
for a change?
Just a thought or two to encourage you to thank God for the gift he has given you in your pastor and staff.
So, thank God…and do something tangible for your pastor to show your thankfulness.
Thank you for the joy of serving this great association,
Dr. Steve

Dionne’s
Corner
Dionne Williams
Associate AMD

October 2019 begins the third year of
our GCBA theme emphasis, Discipling
Disciples to Disciple. Listed below are
specific age group trainings as a part of
this emphasis.
Discipling Children taught by Angie
Boydstun on October 10, 2019 at 630
pm at the GCBA Training Center. Angie
is our state children's consultant and
she is well versed in how to disciple
children.
Discipling Youth taught by our own
Ben Sticker (FBC Gulfport). Ben has
one of the most effective youth
ministries in our association and comes
highly recommended from others. This
training is April 28, 2020 at 6:30 pm at
the GCBA Training Center.
OTLive (Old Testament Live) is an
event to help any Christian learn the
Books of the Old Testament and what
they are about with fun activities
and methods. OTLive is presented by
Walk Thru the Bible who brought you
Walk Thru the Old Testament and Walk
Thru the New Testament back in the
early 2000's. This is for Fifth Graders
up to senior adults. The cost is $10 per
person for the workbook. It will take
place at FBC Long Beach on March 7,
2020 from 8 am-noon. You may
register online at www.gulfcoastba.com
under the Training and Events tab.
.

Old Testament LIVE
A few memorable hours.
4,000 years of history.

An epic adventure.
First Baptist of Long Beach
300 N Cleveland Ave
March 7, 2020
8 AM to Noon

Cost $10 Per Person
(Grade 5 through Senior
Adult ONLY)
No Childcare available
Register at
www.gulfcoastba.com

The Shepherd’s Staff
Schedule
2019
October 1 – After a Disaster: Avoiding Being Ripped Off
2020
January 7 – Cyber-bullying
February 4 – Sexting
March 3 – Domestic Violence
April 7 – Vulnerable Adults/Elder Abuse
May 5 – Child Abuse
June 2 – Emergency Preparedness
July 7 – Pornography
August 4 – Human trafficking
September 1—Church Liability Issues
October 6—Church and LBGTQ Issues
Pastors! Threats to the modern church seem to come from every angle. Your GCBA has developed a new resource to
help you in your role as shepherd.. The Shepherd’s Staff is a once-per-month lunch-time gathering which will focus on
information and resources intended to help you shepherd those whom the Father has entrusted to your care. These
gatherings will meet at the GCBA Training Center from 11:30a.m.—1:00p.m. Cost will be $10.00 which will include
the meal.
The sessions will be led by Linda Davis, who is uniquely trained and experienced to lead on these topics. Linda Davis
holds a Doctor of Jurisprudence (J.D.) degree from Mississippi College School of Law. She served as a criminal
prosecutor with the Mississippi Attorney General’s Office for fourteen years. During her tenure with the Attorney
General’s Office she served in: the Public Integrity Division, CyberCrime Unit, prosecuting crimes involving the
exploitation of children; the Prosecutors’ Training Division, providing legal training to law enforcement officers across
the State; and the Consumer Protection Division where she prosecuted fraud cases and advocated for the public. Prior
to that, she served in the Office of the Senate Chief Counsel for Employment at the United States
Senate in Washington, D.C. and at the United States Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit in Washington, D.C.
Linda was baptized at Heritage Baptist Church, Biloxi, MS, in September 2013 where she is now a member. She
currently maintains Heritage’s prayer list, writes its weekly bulletin, leads a Bible study on Friday evenings, and makes a
joyful noise in the choir.

Important to You...

Israel 2020 Opportunities

we say goodbye to Dr. Bobby Perry,
former AMD of the Gulf Coast
Baptist Association (1980-2000).
Dr. Perry departed for Life Eternal
on Sunday, September 15, 2019.
He faithfully served the Baptist
Church for nearly 60 years in many
capacities and will be missed by all.

If your church is in need of a pianist/accompanist
for special occasions or supply basis please
contact Kim Binkley at 251-599-5112. Kim is an
accomplished pianist and currently plays the
piano for Grace Memorial on Sunday mornings
and Wednesday evenings. She is available for
Sunday night services or other special programs.

January 21, 2020—February 1, 2020
Biblical Study Tour of Israel
with First Baptist Gulfport
Contact the church office at
228-831-3400 for more information
or you may register at the link below.
<Click Here>

March 16, 2020– March 27, 2020
Jacob’s Well Israel Pilgrimage with
Dr. Bill Warren, professor of New
Testament, NOBTS
For more information please contact
Dr. Bill Warren at 228-547-4523 or
wwarren@nobts.edu

BOND BAPTIST CHURCH,
located just north of Wiggins,
is in search of a part-time Music Minister.
Please direct inquiries and resumes to
Dale Davis @ 601-528-0121 or
email stoneprint1@gmail.com.

Is your church going on a mission trip this year?
“Busy Hands”, a ladies sewing group from
North Long Beach Baptist Church, has been
sewing children’s clothing, sizes 3-8. We have
boy’s shirts and shorts and girl’s dresses. In the
Love of Christ, we would like to donate these
pieces of clothing for your mission trip.
If interested, please call 228-864-1258 leave a
message and your number. We will get back to
you as soon as possible.

Contributions for August 2019
Please check our Group Page on Facebook
for additional church news:

Mississippi Gulf Coast Baptist Association
BAYSIDE is in need of a used van (12-15 passengers) to
assist in their ministry to their community. For more
information contact Rev. Richard DeVault, 205-725-1136.
BIG RIDGE has a paid position open for Nursery
Coordinator on Sunday am and pm, Wednesday pm and
special events. You may contact Jennifer Grabert in the
office at 228-324-1691 or stop by the office M-Th 8-10am.
FAITHVIEW is accepting resumes for a Worship Leader who
can preferably lead a blended service. Also, they are
searching for a Bi-Vo Youth Minister. To apply contact Evan
Akins at 601-748-9809
FBC LYMAN is having a yard sale on Sat., October 26th from
7am-2pm. Lunch plates will be available from 11am-1pm.
All proceeds will benefit their summer mission trip.
NEW HOPE will be celebrating their 75th Anniversary with a
Diamond Jubilee on Sunday, October 20, 2019 at 10:30am.
Everyone is invited to join them on this special day of
worship.
NORTH LONG BEACH is in need of a volunteer children’s
minister for Wednesday pm teaching and planning monthly
activities. Opportunity to become a paid position in the
future. Call Pastor Rick Clark @ 601-335-1886 if you’re
interested.
SHORELINE PARK is looking for someone to work with
children 3rd-6th grade Sunday am & pm services. Call
228-467-9461 for more information.

Be in prayer as these churches
seek the
wisdom of the
Holy Spirit and God’s
guidance in calling a pastor:

First Lyman
Grace Memorial
Popps Ferry
Trinity

Church Planting News
Back Bay Church, D’Iberville, Adam Bennett, pastor
Ministry Highlights


Added another home small group for families with children.



First small group has added new people, leading to commitment of church membership

Needs


For churches to adopt us for one week and send representatives to worship with us so they can get a better
sense of how to pray for us.



Someone who can train two of our volunteers in Quickbooks Online, specifically how to apply for church use.

Connect Community Church, Long Beach, Steven Simon, pastor
Ministry Highlights


Celebrated one year anniversary!!!!!!



Continuing ministry with partner schools and began to work with Long Beach High School Football and Bands
and also with Harper McCaughan elementary.



Fall Festival scheduled for October 19 with Reeves Elementary

Prayer Needs


Continue to pray for Steven’s secular job and what they desire additional responsibilities to be.



Pray for our men and that we can find a conference to attend in late fall/early winter



Pray for our women who have begun a new study with new women joining the group.

SAVE THE DATE...for a date with your mate
GCBA ANNUAL
MINISTERS & MATES
BANQUET
Thursday, November 21, 2019
Crosspoint Church

6:30pm
Special Guests:
Ballet Magnificat
More information soon

MINISTRY WIVES CONFERENCE

LIVING WITH PURPOSE, POWER, AND PEACE
OCTOBER 28, 2019
FBC JACKSON, 5TH LEVEL

GCBA MINISTRY PARTNERS
Gulf Coast Community Ministries
It’s not too late to purchase a ticket for GCCM’s
Annual Pork Butt Fundraiser on Thursday, October 17.
Tickets are $40 each and for an additional $5 the meat
can be shredded for you. Isn’t that convenient?
Pick up will be at Bayou View Baptist Church. To
reserve your pork butt call or contact GCCM at
228-868-8202 or natkins.gccm@gmail.com.

Center for International Seamen
and Truckers
New Facility Opening Soon!!
We hope to be “open for business” by

October 15.
Please pray for us as we continue to get
ready for this opening.
We will have an “Open House” for our
churches soon afterwards.
If you would like to be involved as a
Volunteer at the Center
please contact Pastor Chris O’Brien
Office 228-868-2525
Cell 215-805-8054
iscgulfportms@gmail.com

News Alert!
We’re turning away
students simply
because we don’t
have enough tutors.
HELP us make a difference in the life of
an adult struggling with everyday
reading.
For information on how you can HELP
contact Donna Daulton 228-806-4673.

